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Washington State Commission on Pesticide Registration

Astrid Goplen, Chair – Presiding
March 25, 2020
Teleconference

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am

[bookmark: _Hlk25657068]Introductions/Public Comments/Minutes

Commissioners present: Chair Astrid Goplen, Ann George, Jim Moyer, Gary Melchior, Kevin Berendsen, Ty Snyder, Addie Waxman, Matt Blua, Eric Hodson, Greg Caron, Kelly McLain, Glen Patrick and Doug Walsh 

Administrative staff: Alan Schreiber, Liesl Zappler, Vicky Scharlau and Michelle Voie
[bookmark: _Hlk19694930]
Addie, representing Food Processors, introduced herself. she works with McCain Foods and has been in the industry for 30 yrs. She taught at University of AZ and has her degree is from the University of Idaho. 

The Commissioners introduced themselves and explained who they represent.

The Board reviewed the minutes for the December 11, 2019. Vicky had a suggestion to separate a paragraph clarifying the extension requests and WSU researcher account balances. 

Eric made a motion to approve the minutes. Kevin seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Administrator’s report/ Washington Pest Control Tour/ Research Coordinator report

	Alan reviewed financial report. The WSU person for financial review is out on medical leave so they don’t have a financial report. The tour was approved at the last meeting, but things have changed because of the Covid-19 virus. The EPA wants to send a delegation, and  they asked if the tour could be the last week of July. Alan changed the dates to July27th – 30th.  There are 17 people on the registration list and invitations haven’t been sent yet. Since the virus there have been day to day changes. Alan and his staff are continuing to plan the tour, contingent upon contracts that can be cancelled within 30 days without penalties. They have potential contracts for the bus and hotel. The agenda will be similar to past tours. The group will tour crops and facilities in the Skagit Valley area, and then continue from the south Puget Sound to Long Beach. Alan said that they were going to amend the policy and procedures, but these will most likely be the ones used for the tour as write. By the May meeting Alan will recommend any necessary adjustments. At some point if Alan thinks the tour won’t be possible due to the Covid-19 virus, he’ll discuss this with the Chair. 

	Astrid asked for an example of what might not work within the policy and procedures. Alan said the tour is by invitation only and he’ll put a code of conduct and waver of liability in the registration for the tour. The conflict of interest shouldn’t change anything. The alcohol policy may cause venue or catering changes. Alan thinks he can work with these changes. The tour adheres to legal standards of local state and federal law. Alan needs to work on lining up speakers, stops and content to be more defined, as well as the activities and events, and run the agenda by the Commissioners for review. It’s not clear right now if there will be an issue with the policy and procedures, and if there is, he’ll bring it up to the Board in May. 

	Astrid asked how participation will be determined as space is tight. Alan said that the legislators and EPA representatives are high priority, as well as  representatives of state departments, universities and the private sector. They try for roughly 50/50 private and public attendees. The big concern is whether attendance will be impacted by Covid-19. The limiting factor of attendance is the number of seats on the bus which is 54. Alan would also like to see Commissioners on the tour. 

Research Coordinator report

Vicky reviewed the status of the funded research projects. There were 31 approved proposals, of which 20 are confirmed, and one didn’t receive a match . Nine proposals are pending matching funds. There are the requirements of providing reports which are now all in a DropBox file. Vicky will make sure they have the link. Two projects are past due. Three projects have been granted extensions. Vicky will send the update to Alan for the minutes. Doug said that one of their concerns is that researchers may not be able to access the funding if they aren’t already processed (this is due to the staff person mentioned earlier being on leave). Alan has been talking to Scott Holbert about WSU not meeting their contractual agreement, and they are going to add a staff member to work on financial issues to address this. 

Astrid coordinated with the Tree Fruit Research Commission who were willing to re-purpose the funds they normally would have donated to the tour of 2019. This funding went to Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffries with WSU for work she’s doing on the impact of herbicides on beneficials. She’s also applying for a SCBG. This is a good example of attracting a new researcher and creating a bigger project, which will have even more researchers involved. 

Training

	Alan discussed the list of training that is required by Commissioners and staff and will send the link for these. Most of the Commissioners had taken the Open Public Meeting Act training. Astrid asked if Alan could keep a roster. Alan agreed and said that it had been his understanding that the Dept. of Ag. would communicate requirements to new members. Ann said the Hop Commission keeps a list of certificates on file. The purchasing training requires a fee. They need to make sure the platforms are available and don’t charge a fee. Alan will follow up and send links to the Board.

Chlorpyrifos Law and Implications for the WSCPR

	Senate bill 6518 passed the legislature with the following provisions: 
	Section 2- The director must adopt emergency rules that take effect by January 1, 2022, that include specific control measures for chlorpyrifos that are designed to reduce emissions sufficiently so the public is not subject to levels of exposure that may cause or contribute to significant adverse health effects.

	Section 3- Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this specific purpose, Washington State University shall provide the Washington state commission on pesticide registration with funding to work with agricultural grower groups presently using chlorpyrifos to research alternative pest control strategies. 
	
	The director of WSDA must adopt emergency rules that include specific control measures for chlorpyrifos and are designed to reduce emissions sufficiently so the public is not subject to levels of exposure that may cause or contribute to significant adverse health effects. The emergency rules must take effect by January 1, 2022.

	Heather Hansen from WA Friends of Farms and Forest called in to discuss the legislation for the chlorpyrifos bill. Senator Rolfes from Bainbridge Island who sponsored the bill is the Chair of the Ways and Means Committee. The primary focus of the bill is on air blast sprayers. The funding is in the state budget, and yesterday staff were doing a budget exercise to look at sections of approved bills to save money in light of Covid-19. The governor hasn’t signed the bill yet but is expected to. They may veto the funding. They should know by April 1st. There may be a special session for Covid-19 issues and it’s possible it may go back to be voted on. 

	Alan asked Kelly for comment. The bill includes a requirement to fund all sections of the bill. The hope was it was a precursor to another bill, but this will most likely be the only one. There will be a lot of stakeholder engagement. Astrid said that if we do get the funding it will be available July 1st, 2020. It will expire on June 30th, 2021 so they would need to send it out an RFP sooner than the usual December proposal deadline. Ann said there’s a state rule that they can’t pay in advance for work being done, as plots can’t go from November to June. It will take detailed review by the researchers, including greenhouse review, timeline issues because of crop timing, and the need for creative solutions. Ann asked if money transferred to WSU was adequate to get to the researchers if the funds had to be spent by June 30th. Alan said that accounting methods could be used to address this issue. Vicky and Alan will work on this and may call a special meeting. There should be $280,000. Alan said that for new appropriation it sometimes had to all be spent in the beginning. The intent is that it’s a multiple year project and will have funding at least through the 2022 biennium. Usually the money appropriated in the biennium needs to be spent in the current biennium, if it’s coming in the second half. Alan will speak with WSU regarding this. 

	Alan had a suggestion for funding. The bill states that the funding is for on crops which chlorpyrifos is used and Alan made a list of these crops. They could take their existing RFP with the crop list and evidence of use and make a case that there’s a need for alternatives on that crop. They may need to think about the matching policy. They don’t want to get in a situation where they don’t fund crops and they may need to modify the RFP. The list includes tree fruit, onion, grape, asparagus, corn, alfalfa, seed corn, vegetable seed crops, cold crops, Christmas trees and mint. Chlorpyrifos use patterns tend to be in difficult control situations when there isn’t a good alternative. For leafhopper and cherry virus it’s very difficult to come up with alternatives, but it would be interesting to see what options there are. They could find an effective way to move money forward, and  they could go back and ask the legislature for more funding.

	Heather suggested that an important piece might be an annual WSCPR report to the legislature highlighting how the money was spent and protected WA ag. They could highlight smaller crops and why this funding so important. There’s an educational need with the legislature so that they understand the regulatory needs. There are ways to explain the need for pest control, why the WSCPR is so important and how it supports ag and the economy in WA. 

	Heather and Kelly mentioned the committee workday and a work session in the Senate on ag and pest issues. It’s a vital heart of keeping WA Ag strong and competitive. Astrid said that chlorpyrifos is not the only pesticide facing restriction, there are also, neonicotinoid and carbamate pesticides.  Broad spectrum products in general are facing restrictions.  Kelly said that it is important to be able to show results to the senator for future funding. If the bill is signed Astrid will work with the Executive Committee and have a special session to work on the RFP and next steps. 

	Other business

	The commission needs to find ways to get more proposals from more researchers. Alan said they are working to increase contacts for commodity groups. He’s working on a list to greatly increase the industry and commodity group contacts to send the RFP.
	Jim said that one whole department was missed in sending the proposals at WSU.
	Alan said that WSU is now in the process of filling positions such as weed science and Tobin Peever’s position, who have historically submitted proposals. Astrid asked who bears the responsibility to ensure that they get the proposals out. Vicky said she sent the RFPs out, any email kickbacks are updated, and WSU needs to send it to their key people as their contacts change. The Board reps for commodities should also help to distribute the list. Vicky suggested having an SOP book for WSCPR. Astrid asked if they needed an SOP for RFPs that helps avoid missing contacts. WSU and ARS should circulate the RFP. Last year David Gang was the new rep and this transition may be why people didn’t receive the RFP. WSU knows to send it out now. Alan suggested having a review of the contact list in September. The Board will see the draft RFP and then they can make changes or additions.
	
	Jim made a motion to adjourn.  Anne seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

	The meeting adjourned at 11:56 am.
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