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Washington State Commission on Pesticide Registration

Kevin Berendsen, Chair – Presiding
Annual funding meeting

1301 Cattlemen’s Association, Ellensburg, Washington
Wednesday, December 11, 2019

Minutes


The meeting was called to order at 11:08 am

[bookmark: _Hlk25657068]Introductions/Public Comments/Minutes

Commissioners present: Chair Kevin Berendsen, Ann George, Jim Moyer, Gary Melchior, Keith Oliver, Erik Hodson, Ty Snyder and Astrid Goplen.

Non-Voting Members: Greg Caron, Gabrielle Toutonghi, Kelly McLain, David Gang and Doug Walsh

Administrative staff: Alan Schreiber, Liesl Zappler, Vicky Scharlau and Michelle Voie

[bookmark: _Hlk19694930]Guests: Bill Roberts

David Gang introduced himself as the new WSU  liaison described his work in research. 
Ty Snyder introduced himself as the new rep for Nursery and Landscape. Bill Roberts was present for pesticide credits and enjoyed the past year’s presentations. There are 9 pesticide credits available for this meeting.

Several Board members didn’t receive emails from Vicky, including the research proposals. 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the 9/18/19 meeting. Gabrielle and Greg’s last names were misspelled, and the corrections were made. 

Anne made a motion to approve the minutes. Keith  seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Alan reviewed the financial report and the expenses from the September meeting.  The current meeting will have costs for meals and lodging. 

Anne made a motion to approve the financial report. Keith seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Alan reviewed the open board positions. The Nursery and Landscape position is filled. The Food Processor position just was filled. The food processors couldn’t decide who to nominate. In the past the position alternated between potato and another commodity. Processing in WA is roughly half potatoes. Alan explained this to WSDA who asked the Potato Commission to nominate someone. The Potato Commission nominated 2 people from WA and 1 from Idaho, and the Director of Ag chose the person from Idaho who works for McCain Foods. Judd resigned from the Board, so the Vegetable and Seed position is open. The largest commodities are asparagus and onion. This position rotates between vegetable and seed reps, and the Board is now looking for a seed rep. The past reps for seed came from the Puget Sound Vegetable Seed Association and the Columbia Basin Vegetable Seed Association. 

Alan has started planning the tour on the West side. The proposed dates are the week of July 20th. The reception will be in greater Sea Tac area, and then go north to Skagit and work its way down the I5 corridor on the 22nd and be in the lower Sound on the 23rd. There is  a great deal of interest already so the tour should be full. They are hoping Kim Patten’s position will be filled by then, but he may still present if it isn’t. The tour is on behalf of the commodity groups who value it very highly. Alan is concerned about the declining  number of proposals and wondered if there are other commodity group they should send funding requests to who is not on our RFP list. Alan showed the WA Minor Crop book that he wrote which gave WA over 300 crops listed. Alan is compiling an updated list with contact info. The current list has 349 crops. Reclamation grasses are included which has over 100 species. It could go to 500 crops depending on how they are defined. 

[bookmark: _Hlk35762045]Kevin asked Vicky to explain the RFP extension requests. A number of WSU researchers didn’t know they could request extensions, and now Vicky’s office has received a lot of requests, some whose end date has passed. She thinks the Board needs to give guidelines on granting extensions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A lot of WSU researchers have said they have trouble finding out how much is left in their accounts. The solution could be putting a note in the RFP, but that may not address the reasons for the requests. The request info could be added to the acceptance letter and clarify that it needs to be requested before the end of the project. 

David said there are changes in the grant office. They’re moving to a new financial system which should make the balances easier to understand. Hopefully by this time next year it will be much better.  WSU’s Katie Roberts has balanced all the accounts. Kevin asked Vicky to write up her concerns and present them at the next meeting. He asked her to discuss this with David regarding the new system. 

Kevin asked Anne to present her proposal for new policies for the tour. Alan had provided comments, which Anne sent to the AG who created the draft before the Board, with a few minor changes. Anne recognizes this may take some time to work through as it relates to the tour. Alan thinks it doesn’t reflect his input, it will make the tour less attractive, and more difficult and expensive. The current tour is wildly popular, some think it’s the best tour of its kind. Alan thinks that trying to get everyone to sign the code of conduct and a waiver of liability will be close to impossible. Commissioners and staff can, a contractor can, but having the caterers sign it is too excessive. At some functions it isn’t known who will be present, and it will be difficult to conduct the tour and need to get people signed up. They could put the forms with the registration form. Keith said the tour had come by his facility, he wouldn’t have a problem signing the form and expecting he would be responsible for his employees. Kevin has never been requested to sign such things for visitors to his farms. The WSCPR is a state agency, which reflects upon the state, and is different, for example, from the Hop Commission. Anne suggested taking out the word “guest”. The purpose of these policies is to ensure professionalism. Jim agreed with Anne and had done something similar with registration. Currently there is a registration document sent out to attendees for the tour. Alan said the changes will increase costs, will take more time and he is concerned about getting everyone to sign the forms. Logistically it will be challenging. Anne said that Alan could make more changes to the document for approval at the March meeting. Alan said he follows the Board policy and will do what is needed.

The Board adjourned for lunch 12:05- 12:35 pm

Kevin said that originally the document from Anne was going to be voted on in March, but she would like to see it approved now and it could be amended prior to the tour. She proposed the typo correction to WSCPR in the third to the last line and under the Code of Conduct, to take out “volunteers” and “guests”. 

Alan said if it gets approved, he will carry it out. It will be more work for him, raise the cost, distract from the tour but he will make it happen.

Anne made a motion to approve the policy. Jim seconded it. The motion passed unanimously. 

Alan reviewed the funding from WSU for research. There were $80,875 in returned funds, added to the $374, 326 committed for research,  $455, 201 is available, after encumbered funds have been taken out. The Board has a policy of holding $10,000 in reserve funds. The Board is required to have a reserve fund, but there isn’t a set amount. Alan recommended keeping this in mind when funding proposals. He doesn’t think as much will be returned next year. Alan and Vicky suggested writing comments on the proposal sheets. 
 
12:45 		Proposal Review – 16 proposal presentations

The meeting adjourned at 4:42 pm


Thursday, December 12
The meeting was called to order at 8:01 am.

Introductions/Public Comments/Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk27041751]Commissioners present: Chair Kevin Berendsen, Ann George, Jim Moyer, Gary Melchior, Erik Hodson, Ty Snyder and Astrid Goplen.

Non-Voting Members: Doug Walsh and David Gang  

Administrative staff: Alan Schreiber, Liesl Zappler, Vicky Scharlau and Michelle Voie

Guests: Bill Roberts

Business meeting, elections

The Board set meeting dates for 2020
Meeting dates: 
March 25th – tele conference 
May 20th – Snoqualmie Pass
September 23rd - Snoqualmie Pass
December 10th & 11th – Ellensburg

The Board elected officers for 2020. Kevin has been Chair for 2 years and plans to rotate to the Past Chair position. 

Anne nominated Astrid to be the Chair. Erik seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Astrid would like to suggest Matt Blua for Vice Chair as he has knowledge and experience with both the Board and the Tour. 

Anne nominated Matt for the Vice Chair position. Astrid seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Anne has been the Treasurer for multiple years and said that next year will be her last on the Board. 

[bookmark: _Hlk27033598]Erik nominated Anne for the Treasurer position. Gary seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Vicky asked if there was anything she could do that would make things easier. Astrid said she had asked earlier about clarifying the extension request on the application. Google docs didn’t work so Vicky will look at another process for the Board to view proposals. She asked for feedback on the RFP and blue sheet formats. Astrid asked about having 1-5 slides for proposals. Alan explained that they stopped doing this due to the length of time it took, and it became more of a lecture than a presentation. Jim would like more explanation if the projects were multi-year and would like more context and background on what the researcher has done, and the status of the problem. Vicky asked what they’d like to do with the reports. Alan said that the Board is supporting projects for the Commodity groups and it would be up to them to present them. Alan suggested having them in a Dropbox for the Board. Doug said the deadline for reports varies by commodity and seed crops won’t have acreage numbers any more as NASS won’t collecting the data. Alan said that NASS asked him for the blueberry data. Jim would like to see the reports posted and respects the researcher’s time commitment. He asked if they could set aside time in the March agenda to review the reports to see what’s accomplished. Kevin said in the past the commodity groups review them. Doug said the commodity groups have oversight of the projects and the researchers have due diligence with them. Gary would like to see the reports. Vicky will upload the reports as they come in, and then they can review them at the March or May meeting. Alan said they are hundreds of pages and are very complex. Jim would like an overview to ensure that the money was spent in accordance with the request. Kevin would like a summary review. Kevin will work with Astrid on this for the May meeting. 

Astrid asked for the Board to come up with ideas for what can be done to have more researchers submit proposals. She’d like the Board to discuss these ideas at the March meeting. 

8:37 am - 10:52 am	Proposal Review   - 15 proposal presentations.

Break

11:00 am 
The Board discussed and ranked the proposals. 

Ann moved to approve Proposals 22  and up the table + 20, 32, 31, without approval of 19; with the understanding that the letters for 24 and 25 will ask the  researcher to seek industry matching funds and will not set an amount until funds are identified. Proposals 24 and 25 will then be reviewed. In addition, Proposals 32 and 31 may be revised in accordance with the commodity committees to define research objectives. Proposal 19 will be the only one not funded.

Erik seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
See ranking list.

Ty made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Erik seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:36 am.
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WSCPR # Crop Title

Researcher 

Last

Institution

Total WSCPR 

($)

Total Match 

($)

Total Project 

Cost ($)

Average

20AN027 Brassica Vegetable Seed

Monitoring for airborne inoculum of the quarantine brassica black leg pathogen in Western Washington

du Toit WSU

3,715 $              11,102 $         14,817 $           

94

20PN012 Hops

Maintaining EU Market Access for Washington Hops

Gent USDA

11,836 $            11,836 $         23,673 $           

94

20PN026 Spinach Seed

Etiology and management of Stemphylium leaf spot of spinach

du Toit WSU

16,797 $            28,264 $         60,061 $           

93

20PN011 Wine Grapes

Evaluating Efficacy of Post-Plant Nematicides in Washington Vineyards

Moyer WSU

 $             4,480  43,122 $         47,602 $           

93

20PN010 Wine Grapes

Monitoring and managing grape phylloxera in Washington State vineyards

Walsh WSU

 $           18,972 

27,547 $         46,546 $           

93

20AN014 Pear

Control of Brown Marmorated Stink Bug using Attract-and-Kill

Beers WSU

16,505 $            99,097 $         115,602 $         

91

20PN002 Hops

Addressing the anticipated loss of key pest management tools on hops

Walsh WSU

19,223 $            21,209 $         40,432 $           

90

20PN009 Raspberry

Fungicide Resistance in Grey Mold in Raspberries

Schreiber ADG

16,000 $            21,000 $         37,000 $           

90

20PN005 Potato

Establishing the Economic Threshold for Lygus in Potatoes, and Efficacy/Tolerance

Waters WSU

14,000 $            21,000 $         35,000 $           

90

20PN013 Onion Bulb

Disease and Weed Control in onion Production in the Columbia Basin

du Toit WSU

18,028 $            28,974 $         47,002 $           

89

20AN015 Blueberry

Non-pesticidal management of emerging soil-borne viral diseases in organic blueberry production systems

Rayapati WSU

20,252 $            20,947 $         41,199 $           

89

20PN030 Douglas Fir

Quantifying the Effects of Herbicide Applications on Conifer Seedling Performance: Understanding Competition Dynamics

Gonzalez-BeneckeOSU

20,298 $            70,720 $         90,018 $           

88

20PN003 Spearmint and Peppermint

Efficacy and crop safety of candidate herbicides on mint

Walsh WSU

 $             8,050 

18,562 $         26,612 $           

88

20PN018 Blueberry

Generating Blueberry Pesticide Residue Decline Curves

Schreiber ADG

18,500 $            18,500 $         40,000 $           

88

20AN028 Spinach Seed

Evaluating potential trade-offs of cover crop species on soilborne pathogens and pests in the context of soil health

Griffin LaHue WSU

11,953 $            12,402 $         24,355 $           

87

20PN007 Raspberry

Control of Cane Blight in Red Raspberries

Schreiber ADG

15,000 $            15,000 $         30,000 $           

87

20PN001 Onion

Evaluating Insecticide Resistance in Onion Thrips

Waters WSU

8,000 $              10,000 $         18,000 $           

86

20PN006 Tree Fruit

FRAC Group 11 fungicide Resistance of Cherry Powdery Mildew in Orchards and Nurseries

Grove WSU

22,801 $            74,896 $         97,697 $           

86

20PN004 Alfalfa

Lygus Insecticide Studies on Alfalfa Produced for Seed

Walsh WSU

 $           18,621 

29,779 $         48,400 $           

86

20PN017 Asparagus

Weed Management in Organic Asparagus

Schreiber ADG

11,500 $            23,000 $         34,500 $           

85

20AN021 Potato

Developing an Economic Threshold for colorado Potato Beetle in WA Potatoes

Schreiber ADG

10,000 $            30,000 $         40,000 $           

85

20PN016 Pear

Baseline resistance of pear psylla to Bexar (tolfenpyrad) and no-target effects

Nottingham WSU

19,437 $            33,778 $         53,215 $           

85

20AN029 Spinach Seed

Impacts of irrigation management changes on Stemphylium leaf spot control

LaHue WSU

10,545 $            13,046 $         23,591 $           

85

20PN008 Onion

New Products for Control of Nematodes on Onions

Schreiber ADG

8,000 $              11,000 $         19,000 $           

84

20PN024 Apple

Miticide non-target effects on an understudied predatory mite: confirming the relevance of lab results to pest management practice.

Schmidt-Jeffris USDA

 $           21,496 

22,376 $         43,872 $           

84

20PN025 Tree Fruit

Herbicide impacts on natural enemies: a neglected area of pesticide non-target effects

Schmidt-Jeffris USDA

21,705 $            23,918 $         45,623 $           

83

20PN023 Seed Crops

Evaluation of a preplant incorporated insecticide/Ro-Neet tankmix to control root pests of spinach grown for seed

Gerdeman WSU

5,667 $              10,317 $         15,984 $           

82

20PN022 Blueberry

Washington Blueberries Has a Midge Problem

Schreiber ADG

11,500 $            15,500 $         40,000 $           

81

20PN032 Raspberry

Improved Management of lepidopteran pests in Washington State Raspberry

Gerdeman WSU

8,597 $              9,941 $           18,538 $           

78

20PN031 Blueberry

Improved Management of lepidopteran pests in Washington State Highbush Blueberry

Gerdeman WSU

8,597 $              9,941 $           18,538 $           

74

20PN020 Potato

Nematode Management in Columbia Basin Potatoes

Schreiber ADG

18,000 $            23,000 $         41,000 $           

80

438,075 $         

20PN019 Blueberry

A New Pest of Blueberries: Two-Spotted Spider Mites

Schreiber ADG

18,000 $            22,000 $         40,000 $           

81
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